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Nusseibeh’s detention cut in half

JON IMMANUEL
Jerusalem Post Reporter

The Defense Ministry yesterday
agreed to reduce the detention of
Palestinian activist Sari Nusseibch
from six to three months. Nusseibeh
was arrested last Tuesday on suspi-
cion of spyving for lraqg.

Jerusalem Dhstrict Court Presi-
dent Vardimus Zeiler suggested the
reduction afier sceing the summary
and conclusion of the secret police
fite on Nusseibeh.

Security sources said that the gov-
ernment accepled the court’s rec-
ommendation, because the emer-
gency detention without trial was
meant ¢ prevent the 41-year-old
philosophy professor from main-
tasning wartime contact with PLO
offictals in the pay of lragi intelli-
gence. Since the authorities accept-
ed Judge Zeiler's view that the war

in the Guif should be over in three
months, it was agreed that a six-
month detention was un

Nusseibeh’s British-bomn mfe,
Lucy. nidiculed the authorties” rea-
soning. She said the reduction in the
jail term clearly showed there was
insufficient evidence against her
husband. It is absurd to arrest a spy
in time of war for only three
months... The authonties are trying
to silence the moderate, gentle voice
of my husband.”

Nusseibeh’s lawyer, Jonathan
Kuttab, said that the judge had
made clear that “if it were not for
the condition of actual warfare, it is
possibile that he would not have ac-
cepted the state’s position at all.”

Amnesty International has ex-
pressed resenations about Nusser-
beh’s arrest, calling for his release or
public trral so that he could defend

himseif.

The security sources said that dur-
ing Nusseibeh’s three-month deten-
ticn they would examine the possi-
bility of patting him on trial without
endangering their own intellipence
souroes.

Nusseibeh himself told the court:
“I have no doubt that the real rea-
son for my arrest was my public
standing and my Palestinian views in
favor of achieving peace with [srael
throngh recognition of the nghts of
the Palestinian people.™

He did not challenge the basis of
the detention order itsclf, saying
that since he was not permitted to
see the evidence apainst him “it is
impossible for me to refute the hid-
den allegations.™ These have not
been made public, but are believed
to have involved revealing locations
of Iragi Scud missike hats.

More Americans now favor nukine
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The alied bombardment of Iraqi
ground forces and installations may

' indeed lat for an additional several

weeks bifore the planned allied
ground ofensive begins, Dep. Chief

. of Gepeal Staff Maj-Gen. Ehud
- Barak sad last night.

According to Barzak, the aerial as-
sauit wilicontinue until allied com-
manders fee! that Iraqi forces have

s orats

' the alfies still have a long way to g

before achieving significant damag
to Iragi ground swengh in Kuwant

Altied war plans are comprehen
sive and well thought out, however
and are being pursued systematical
ly, he said. “The damage to Irag
forces is mounting, and will contin
ue to build up.”

Maj.-Gen. {Res) Amos Yaron
responding to the Los Angele

Detense Ministry allocated
extra NIS 243m. for crisis

ALISA ODENHEIMER
Jersalem Post Reporter

Just thee months after voting the
defense stablishment a NIS 400m.
budget ircrease due fo the Gulf en-
sis, the abinet yesterday approved
an additbnal NIS 243m. to pay for
the state of alert.

Defene Ministry officials were
quick tosay that the money would
only cowr some of the additional
costs imurred ' in the November
through lanuary peniod, leaving the
door orrn for additinnal hiadine

come t¢ an agreement on the mat-
ter. Sources in the Finance Ministry
said that Arens had originally asked
for an additional N1S 300 million in
funds, but had finally agreed o se1-
tle for less.

A Finance Ministry spokesman
insisted that the increase would not
bring about a larger budget deficit,
and claimed that the funding would
come from cuts in other budget
items.

A senior ministry official said that
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