To: Consuls—General, Jerusalem

Fr: Council of Higher Education, Occupied Territories

Re: URGENCY OF INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO RE-OPEN UNIVERSITIES & SCHeGL

April 19, 1989

o]

The Council of Higher Education,

and institutions of higher learning
Gaza,* wishes to address the represe
community in Jerusalem on the urgent matter of international
intervention to re-open the six universities and numerous
institutions . of higher learning in the Occupied Territories.

Under the latest military order closing all educational
institutions in the West Bank (except Kindergartens),
Universities and schools were closed until april 19. No further

written closure order has been received.
for the ‘international community to take a
next weeks against the continued clos

It is highly opportune
strong stand in the
ure of our institutions.

To our knowledge, contemporary history offers no parallel
examples of any power or authority Cclosing universities and
schools for such an extended period -- al1l universities have been
closed for over. fifteen months - thus denying to a whole
bPopulation their right to education and seriously endangering the
future of the society. Certainly, no similar action has been
taken by a state in good standing in the international community.
Thus, we would expect the international community to take
effective action to halt a practice which offers a dangerous

pPrecedent of the withdrawal of basic services as a means of
collective punishment of a people.

To date such effective act
aware that the internation
of advancing the peace pr
point to the following:

ion has been lacking. The Council jis
al community is overwhelming in favor
ocess in our region and we therefore

1Ly The denial of u
Palestinian universities for over fifteen :
to the 300,000 Pupils in West Bank schools for most of that

period is Creating a serious "educational gap" in precisely that
part of the population on which the future of peace must rely.

* Universities represented by the Council are: Bethlehem
University, Birzeit University, Hebron University, Islamic
University of Gaza,

Al Najah National University and a1 Quds
University.



2. Israel's policy of denying education as

Pressure the Population isg unacceptable by
legal standard. The army's harassment of home teaching and

off-campus Compensation Seminars given by universitijes shows that
the target ijg indeeqd education, rather than Security. Most
recently, in an order issued March 30, the authorities disrupted
and then banned Birzeit University faculty ang students frop
Using the facilities of st, Georges! College in Jerusalen, where
the University hag been holding afternoon

seminars for its
Students,

3 The universitijes are independent Palestinian institutions
which in general have served as important forums for the
democratic €Xxchange of ideas, They are being undermined

Precisely when their role ip furtherij

1. The illegality under international law of the collective
closure of schools ang Universities is clear under Article 26 of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which States that
"everyone has g3 right to education, " ag well of the international
law of belligerent PCcupation embodiegq in the Hague ang Geneva
Conventions. The international community, under its duties as
defined by the Fourth Geneva Convention (Article l) has an

obligation to intervens tqg énsure the bProtection of the
Population of the Occupied Terrj

Systematic violation.

2, The internationaj community has, op Occasion, callegd for
various Measures tg reduce the level of Israeli repression

against the Palestinian People and itsg institutiong. The

Council emphasizes that any measures to this effect must be
genuine and lasting. 1n

this regard, the Council asks the
international community to carefully monitor any future re-
opening of Schools to €nsure that a1] levels of

and stay oPen and that alj] universities and institutions of
higher learning are re-opened.

a1, It  appears to us that a dimarche on the part of all the

Consuls General in Jerusalen before the Israeli government might

be in order to impress upon the goverment the unanimity of views
regarding the fundamental Questions of Tight, law and
Civilization bound Up with the educational Process and the
uUnacceptablity of the interruption of that process, Such an

approach woulg Surely leave g Powerful ang positive impact on
local, Israelij and international opinion,

issues further ang members of the Council
briefings on the closure of 1 Problems of
Palestinjan higher education.



