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xii BOOK OF LETTERS

but not altogether strange to those who, like Alfarabi, have meditated
on the many baffling aspects of that strange book.

Alfarabi’s work hitherto was known only by its title as listed in the
bio-bibliographical literature and by a few testimonies, principally the
ones by Averroes, Maimonides, and al-Suyiiti. No copy of the original text
was known to exist until the learned Iranian scholar Sayyed Mohammed
Meshkat offered his manuscript collection as a gift to the Central Library
of the University of Tehran and the third volume of the catalogue of
this collection was published by Dr. Mohammed Taqi Daneshepajouh
in 1953 (see Fahrast, III, Pt. I, pp. 91-95, 247-48). The valuable
information on this and other manuscript collections currently being
catalogued in Tehran has not as yet been incorporated into the biblio-
graphies of Alfarabi’s works that have been published in Western lan-
guages.

Sayyed Meshkit, Dr. Daneshepajouh, and the staff of the Central
Library of the University of Tehran were gracious and informative,
and made my stay in Tehran in the Spring of 1965 both pleasant and
profitable. I am happy to acknowledge their advice and help in exa-
mining the unique manuscript of this work and photographing it, as
well as in the fruitless search for other copies of it in the numerous li-
braries of Tehran and Isfahan, .

The examination of the manuscript copy of the work (Meshkit,
No. 339, fols. 3v-52v) revealed that it is the source of a number of refer-
ences and extracts in later authors who do not mention it as their source.
The longest of these is the fourth part of Falaquera’s Reschith Chokmak
(28.26-31.8 David), which was retranslated into Arabic and utilized
in editing the corresponding portion of the text.

I am happy to acknowledge my thanks to the Oriental Institute
of the University of Chicago, which has contributed substantially toward
my completing the research for this volume and toward its publication.

Chicago, Illinois, 1968. M. M.



PREFACE

The theme of Alfarabi’s Book of Letters (or Book of Particles, see
Introduction, pp. 34-37) is the examination of “in how many ways”
a thing is said to be. Although Alfarabi takes Aristotle’s Metaphysics
as his guide and model, he neither adheres to its traditional arrangement
nor follows any of the traditional methods of commentary. His work is a
free commentary that attempts to seize upon the method and intention
of Aristotle’s Metaphysics and develop both in new directions. Two of
these are ecspecially noteworthy. First, the discussion of the varieties
in the meaning of terms is expanded to include a number of languages
(Greek, Syriac, Persian, Soghdian, as well as Arabic) and the activity
of translating from one language into another. Second, such intriguing
remarks as those in Metaphysics A. 8. 1074a38-b14 are expanded into a
full-fledged account of the origin and development of language, religion,
and philosophy, the interaction among them, and the movement of
religion and philosophy across national and linguistic boundaries.

Students of the history of the Arabic language will immediately
recognize the importance of this work for a better grasp of the history
and meanings of scientific terms in that language. Its date and volume,
the position of its author in the development of Arabic and Islamic
philosophy, and the paucity of other sources on this subject, suffice
to recommend it to the student of the origin and development of the
language of science in medieval Islam. It is necessary to point out, how-
ever, that the work is equally important for the student of premodern
linguistic theory, and theories of the origin and development of religion,
science, and philosophy. That these subjects should be discussed in the
context of a commentary on Aristotle’s Metaphysics is perhaps surprising






Série 3: Orlent chrétien.

4. M. TAuLoN, Livre des Letives (Girk T lt'ag).
Documents arméniens du V¢ sizcle. Epuisé.

10. A. FATTAL, Le statut légal des non-musulmans en
pays d'Islam.

12. J. M. Fiey, Mossoul chrétienne.

15. M. pe FenovwL, Le Sanctoral copte.

20. M. ArLarp & G. Troureau, L'Epilre sur
PUnité et la Trinité, le Traité sur Pintellect et le
Fragment sur I'dme de Muhyi al-Din al-Isfahdni.

22. J. M. Fiey, Assyrie chrétienne. Vol. 1.

23. J. M. Fiev, Assyrie chrétienne. Vol. 1L

24. P. Knoury, Paul d'Antioche, évéque melkite de
Sidon (XIIe s.).

27. J. MtcEriaN, Expédition archéologique dans I’ An-
tiochine occidentale. L'Eglise arméno-géorgienne
de Saint-Thomas.

30. J. MtcEriaN, Histoire et institutions de PEglise
arménienne.

40. J. Galrn, Nicolas Berdiacff, philosophe de la
liberté.

42. J. M. Fiey, Assyrie chrétienne, Vol. III.

Série 4: Histoire et sociologle
du Proche-Orlent.

21. S. ABou, Enquétes sur les langues en usage au
Liban,

35. F. Hours & K. Saumi, Tdrih Bayrit ds
§alih bin Yahya.

Nouvelle Série:
A. Langue arabe et pensée islamique.

1. A. Bapawl, Commentaires sur Aristole perdus en
grec,

2. P. Nwvia, Ibn ‘Aja’ Alldh. Texte at traduction
des Hikam.

3. F. SuEnaDl, Ghazdll’s al-Magsad al-asna. 2
édition,

. H. FrewscH, Etudes d'arabe dialectal.

« A, RoMaN, Bas¥ir et son expérience courtoise.
D. GmMARET, Kitdb Bilawhar wa Bidisf:

P. NwviA, Trois auvres intdites de mystiques

musulmans : Sagig al-Balpi, Iin ‘A3, Niffari.

2e édition.

. W. HappAD, Kitab al-Mu‘tamad fI usil al-Din
du Qadr Abii Yatld. 2¢ édition.

9. P, NwviA, Letires dé direction spirituelle d’Ibn

‘Abbdd de Ronda. 20 éd. revue et augmentée.

10. M. J. McDermortr, The Theology of al-Shaikh
al-Mufid.

11. H. Frencr, Traité ds Philologie arabe. Vol. 1I.

12. J. J. Housen & D. GiMarer, Kilab al-majmi*
Si l-mupip bi-l-taklif d’Abi Mupammad b,
Mattawayh. Vol. I1.

13. L.Pouzer, Une herméncutique de la tradition
islamique: Le commentaire des Arba‘iin al-
Nawawiya de Muhy1 al-Din Yahya al-Nawawi.

14. D. GiMARET, Les Magalat d’al-AS‘ari d'Ibn
Firak.

15. L. PouzeT, Damas au VII® / XIIT s,

No g

[=-]

B. Orient chrétien.

1. P. vaN DEN AKKER, Bujrus as-Sadamanii.
Introduction sur Pherméneutique.

2. Kwame Gvexye, Ibn al-Tayyid's commentary on
Porphyry’s Eisagoge.

3. H. Purman, L'Eglise et P'Islam sous Timothée I
(780-823).

4. F. KLeww-Franke, Uber die Heilung der Kran-
kheiten der Seele und des Karpers von Ibn Baptisa’,

5. M. Hayex, ‘Ammdr al-Bagri: Apologis at
controverses.

6. C. HecHAlMé, Bibliographic analytiqus du
Pre Louis Cheikho.

7. C. CHARTOUNL, Les « Dix Ghapitres » de Thomas
de Kfargab.




DANS LA COLLECTION RECHERCHES

Série 1: Pensée arabe et musulmane.

3. A. N. Naper, Le systéme philosophique des
Mu'tazila (premiers penseurs de UIslam). 2¢
édition.

6. A. N. NADER, Le livre du triomphe et de la ré-
Sutation d’Ibn al-Rawandi Uhérétique, par Abi'l-
Husayn al-Khayydy, le mu‘tazil.

8. F. JABRE, La notion de la ma‘rifa chez Ghazali.

9. W. KurscH, Tabit ibn Qura's Arabische
Ubersetzung  der 'ApOuyvnd Eloxywyh des
Nikomachos von Gerasa.

11, L-A, Kuarwet, Sifd® as-sa’il li-tahdib al-
masa’il d*Ibn Haldiin.

13. W. Kurscu & S. MArrow, al-Farabi’s Com-
mentary on Aristotle’s Tlegl ‘Eppunvelog (de
inlerpretatione).

14. M. Bouvyces & M. ALLARD, Essai de chrono-
logie des auvres d’al-Ghazali.

17. P. Nwv1a, Ibn “dbbad de Ronda (1332-1390).

18. A, Tamer & L-A. Kuavws, Kitdb al-haft
wa-I-"azillat d’al-Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar al-Ga'fi.
20 {dition.

19. O. Yanva, Kitdb patm al-awliya® d’al- Tirmigi

25. J. J. Housen, Kitib al-majmi* f'l-mubif bi'l-
taklif de ‘Abd al- Jabbir. Vol. 1.

26. 8. pe Beaurecuer, Khwidja ‘Abdulldh Angdri,
mystique hanbalite (1006-1089).

28. M. ALLARD, Le probleme des atiributs divins dans
la docirine d’al-A3'ari et de ses premiers grands
disciples.

31. F. KnoLEIr, A study on Fakhr al-Din al-Rizi
and his controversies in Transoxiana. 2@ édition.

36. A. Tamer, al-Qasida al-$dfiya.
37. A. Tamer, Tdg al-*aqd’id wa ma“dan al-fawd’id

39. C. Perrarrms, The Arabic Version of Aristotle’s
Meteorology.

41. F. JADAANE, L'influence du stotcisme sur la pensée
musulmane.

43. M. Arrarp, Textes apologhtiques de Guwaini.

44. G. Maxpist, The Notebooks of Ibn ‘Agil:
Kitab al-funiin. Part 1.

45. G. Maxkpist, The Notebooks of Ibn ‘Agil:
Kitab al-funiin. Part II.

46. M. Manpy, Kitdb al-hurif de Farabi.

47. M. Swartz, Ibn al-Jawzi’s Kitdb al-Qugsds
wa'l-Mudhakkirin,

48. J. Lancuape & M. GrioNasci, Kitdb al-
batiba de Fardbi.

49. P. Nwvia, Exégise coranique et langage mys-
tigue.

50. F. Kuorew, Kitab al-tawhid de Maturidi, 2
édition.

Série 2: Langue et littérature arabes.

5. H. Fueiscn, L'arabe classigue. Esquisse d'une
structure linguistique. 2¢ édition.

16. H. FrLescH, Traité de philologie arabe. Vol. 1.

32. A. GateAu, Atlas nautique tunisien. Vol. I,
Edité par H. Charles.

33. A. GaTeAu, Glossaire nautique tunisien, Vol. 11.
Edité par H. Charles.

38. C. HecHAIME, Louis Cheikho et son livre « Le
christianisme et la littérature chrétienne en Arabie
avant I'Islam ».




RECHERCHES

COLLECTION PUBLIEE SOUS LA DIRECTION DE LA FACULTE DES LETTRES
ET DES SCIENCES HUMAINES DE L'UNIVERSITE SAINT-JOSEPH, BEYROUTH

Directeur : Louis Pouzet

SERIE 1 PENSEE ARABE ET MUSULMANE

Tome XLVI

ALFARABI’S

BOOK OF LETTERS

( KITAB AL-HURUF)

Commentary on Aristotle’s Metaphysics

Arabic Text, Edited with Introduction and Notes

BY

MUHSIN MAHDI

Second Edition

DAR EL-MASHREQ PUBLISHERS



Printed with the assistance of the Adam Schall von Bell e.v., Germany

www.alkottob.com



ALFARABI'S
BOOK OF LETTERS















THE theme of Alfarabi’s Book
of Letters (ov Book of Particles, see
Introduction, pp. 34-37) is the
examination of “in how many

ways” a thing is said to be.
Although Alfarabi takes Aris-
Motle’s Metaphysics as his guide
;-and model, he neither adheres
g its traditional arrangement
mri'Qr follows any of the tradition-
'j'a'i*,methods of commentary. His
vlvc?rk is a free commentary that
gﬁcmpts to seize upon the me-
od and intention of Aristotle’s
. etaphysics and develop both in
,,s’/ ew direttions. Two of these are
! especially noteworthy, First, the
discussion of the varieties in the
4 meaning of terms is expanded to

include a number of languages

(Greek, Syriac, Persian, Soghdian,

as well as Arabic) and the acti-

vity of translating from one
s language into another. Second,
such intriguing remarks as those
in Metaphysics A. 8. 1074a38-b14

.are expanded into a full-fledged

account of the origin and deve-
- ’}Q\pmcnt of language, religion,
azﬂd philosophy, the interaction
ng them, and the move-
nt of religion and philosophy
#cm\ss

national and linguistic



v

.

.

i

G

o "
- ey
! .

o
Wi

e

.

2

.

o

’///ﬂzg

v
o

0

7

7

7
U
.

o

.

.
o
o
R

o .
o

L

G
e

.
.
o

o
e

<

.

.
G

7

o
7

v

¢

.

o




Collection publiée sous la direction de la

RECHERC H E : Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines
de 'Université Saint-Joseph, Beyrouth

DAR EL-MACHREQ
Beyrouth, Liban

Distribution :
LIBRAIRIE ORIENTALE
Place de 'Etoile, B.P. 1986, Beyrouth




	004540-0001.tif
	004540-0002.tif
	004540-0003.tif
	004540-0004.tif
	004540-0005.tif
	004540-0006.tif
	004540-0007.tif
	004540-0008.tif
	004540-0009.tif
	004540-0010.tif
	004540-0011.tif
	004540-0012.tif
	004540-0013.tif
	004540-0014.tif
	004540-0015.tif
	004540-0016.tif
	004540-0017.tif
	004540-0018.tif
	004540-0019.tif
	004540-0020.tif
	004540-0021.tif
	004540-0022.tif
	004540-0023.tif
	004540-0024.tif
	004540-0025.tif
	004540-0026.tif
	004540-0027.tif
	004540-0028.tif
	004540-0029.tif
	004540-0030.tif
	004540-0031.tif
	004540-0032.tif
	004540-0033.tif
	004540-0034.tif
	004540-0035.tif
	004540-0036.tif
	004540-0037.tif
	004540-0038.tif
	004540-0039.tif
	004540-0040.tif
	004540-0041.tif
	004540-0042.tif
	004540-0043.tif
	004540-0044.tif
	004540-0045.tif
	004540-0046.tif
	004540-0047.tif
	004540-0048.tif
	004540-0049.tif
	004540-0050.tif
	004540-0051.tif
	004540-0052.tif
	004540-0053.tif
	004540-0054.tif
	004540-0055.tif
	004540-0056.tif
	004540-0057.tif
	004540-0058.tif
	004540-0059.tif
	004540-0060.tif
	004540-0061.tif
	004540-0062.tif
	004540-0063.tif
	004540-0064.tif
	004540-0065.tif
	004540-0066.tif
	004540-0067.tif
	004540-0068.tif
	004540-0069.tif
	004540-0070.tif
	004540-0071.tif
	004540-0072.tif
	004540-0073.tif
	004540-0074.tif
	004540-0075.tif
	004540-0076.tif
	004540-0077.tif
	004540-0078.tif
	004540-0079.tif
	004540-0080.tif
	004540-0081.tif
	004540-0082.tif
	004540-0083.tif
	004540-0084.tif
	004540-0085.tif
	004540-0086.tif
	004540-0087.tif
	004540-0088.tif
	004540-0089.tif
	004540-0090.tif
	004540-0091.tif
	004540-0092.tif
	004540-0093.tif
	004540-0094.tif
	004540-0095.tif
	004540-0096.tif
	004540-0097.tif
	004540-0098.tif
	004540-0099.tif
	004540-0100.tif
	004540-0101.tif
	004540-0102.tif
	004540-0103.tif
	004540-0104.tif
	004540-0105.tif
	004540-0106.tif
	004540-0107.tif
	004540-0108.tif
	004540-0109.tif
	004540-0110.tif
	004540-0111.tif
	004540-0112.tif
	004540-0113.tif
	004540-0114.tif
	004540-0115.tif
	004540-0116.tif
	004540-0117.tif
	004540-0118.tif
	004540-0119.tif
	004540-0120.tif
	004540-0121.tif
	004540-0122.tif
	004540-0123.tif
	004540-0124.tif
	004540-0125.tif
	004540-0126.tif
	004540-0127.tif
	004540-0128.tif
	004540-0129.tif
	004540-0130.tif
	004540-0131.tif
	004540-0132.tif
	004540-0133.tif
	004540-0134.tif
	004540-0135.tif
	004540-0136.tif
	004540-0137.tif
	004540-0138.tif
	004540-0139.tif
	004540-0140.tif
	004540-0141.tif
	004540-0142.tif
	004540-0143.tif
	004540-0144.tif
	004540-0145.tif
	004540-0146.tif
	004540-0147.tif
	004540-0148.tif
	004540-0149.tif
	004540-0150.tif
	004540-0151.tif
	004540-0152.tif
	004540-0153.tif
	004540-0154.tif
	004540-0155.tif
	004540-0156.tif
	004540-0157.tif
	004540-0158.tif
	004540-0159.tif
	004540-0160.tif
	004540-0161.tif
	004540-0162.tif
	004540-0163.tif
	004540-0164.tif
	004540-0165.tif
	004540-0166.tif
	004540-0167.tif
	004540-0168.tif
	004540-0169.tif
	004540-0170.tif
	004540-0171.tif
	004540-0172.tif
	004540-0173.tif
	004540-0174.tif
	004540-0175.tif
	004540-0176.tif
	004540-0177.tif
	004540-0178.tif
	004540-0179.tif
	004540-0180.tif
	004540-0181.tif
	004540-0182.tif
	004540-0183.tif
	004540-0184.tif
	004540-0185.tif
	004540-0186.tif
	004540-0187.tif
	004540-0188.tif
	004540-0189.tif
	004540-0190.tif
	004540-0191.tif
	004540-0192.tif
	004540-0193.tif
	004540-0194.tif
	004540-0195.tif
	004540-0196.tif
	004540-0197.tif
	004540-0198.tif
	004540-0199.tif
	004540-0200.tif
	004540-0201.tif
	004540-0202.tif
	004540-0203.tif
	004540-0204.tif
	004540-0205.tif
	004540-0206.tif
	004540-0207.tif
	004540-0208.tif
	004540-0209.tif
	004540-0210.tif
	004540-0211.tif
	004540-0212.tif
	004540-0213.tif
	004540-0214.tif
	004540-0215.tif
	004540-0216.tif
	004540-0217.tif
	004540-0218.tif
	004540-0219.tif
	004540-0220.tif
	004540-0221.tif
	004540-0222.tif
	004540-0223.tif
	004540-0224.tif
	004540-0225.tif
	004540-0226.tif
	004540-0227.tif
	004540-0228.tif
	004540-0229.tif
	004540-0230.tif
	004540-0231.tif
	004540-0232.tif
	004540-0233.tif
	004540-0234.tif
	004540-0235.tif
	004540-0236.tif
	004540-0237.tif
	004540-0238.tif
	004540-0239.tif
	004540-0240.tif
	004540-0241.tif
	004540-0242.tif
	004540-0243.tif
	004540-0244.tif
	004540-0245.tif
	004540-0246.tif
	004540-0247.tif
	004540-0248.tif
	004540-0249.tif
	004540-0250.tif
	004540-0251.tif
	004540-0252.tif
	004540-0253.tif
	004540-0254.tif
	004540-0255.tif
	004540-0256.tif
	004540-0257.tif
	004540-0258.tif
	004540-0259.tif
	004540-0260.tif
	004540-0261.tif
	004540-0262.tif
	004540-0263.tif
	004540-0264.tif
	004540-0265.tif
	004540-0266.tif
	004540-0267.tif
	004540-0268.tif
	004540-0269.tif
	004540-0270.tif
	004540-0271.tif
	004540-0272.tif
	004540-0273.tif
	004540-0274.tif
	004540-0275.tif
	004540-0276.tif
	004540-0277.tif
	004540-0278.tif

