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A Bz by Other Means
F. Robert Hunter

' § T the eyes of the world are
. ' currently focused on the Mid-
| ® east peace conference in Ma-
|drid. then its ears also are listening
’to Sari Nusseibeh, the most out-
spoken - and by the same token,
respected — of the Palestinian
!observers at the talks.

N It seems fitting, therefore, that
3l Nusseibeh, an Oxford- and Har-
{ vard-trained philosophy professor,
| coniributes the most significant
' remark in either of two new books
, about the conflict between Israelis
- and Palestinians. Originally voiced
; by one of Nusseibeh's students, it
(lies at the heart of the Mideast
‘dilemma: “Israel dominates the
'| present, but Palestinians dominate
the future. What is required ... is
an exchange.”
The outcome of the Madrid
conference notwithstanding, both

of these new books agree that such
an exchange should be made. They

rovocative looks at Arab-Israeli
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disagree, however, on who will
initiate it.
In “The Palestinian Upris-
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ing: A War by Other Means”

niversi;y of California Press,
24.95), F. Robert Hunter places
the ball firmly in the Israeli court.
Though his work provides a useful
and accurate chronology of the
Intifadah, it also exhibits so pro-
nounced a Palestinian bias that
even Hunter feels an occasional
need to justify himself —
with reminders that while the
Israelis are armed to the teeth,
their adversaries simply throw
!stones.

Hunter, a Middle East scholar
at Tulane University, also has a
tendency to romanticize, even my-
thologize, his subject, particular
whe documenting the Palestin-
ians’ willingness to place state
over self and to accept cripplin
reductions in their standard o
g:g:g when the Intifadah intensi-

There is more than rudimentary
fruth to these images but the
absence of any dissenting voices —
Hunter’s sources are almost exclu-
sively Palestinian — leaves him
walking a precarious line between
propaganda and naiveté, not al-
ways with success.

A more balanced view of the
struggle, one that acknowledges —
and unlike Hunter, accepts — that
both sides are more or less equalrﬁr
at fault, is provided in Nusseibe
and Jewish-Canadian scholar
Mark A. Heller's “Ne Trumpets,

Psycho-bios

| B “American Originals: The Pri-

flict-

No Drums: A Two-State Settie
ment of the Israeli-Paiestinia:
Conflict” (Hill and Wang, $19.95)

The pro-Israeli Heller and ¢
-/| Palestiman nationalist Nussebeb
et themselves the formu-
\fmﬁ‘m € proposal upor

which an independent Palestiniar
nation could be built. In a sense.
their professional cooperation ig
this project provides a small-scaie
model for the parties at the Madrid
conference itself. :

Both scholars admit that theirs -
was an unlikely, potentially exalo-
sive, union. And hardly surprising-
ly. they recall their initial meeting
as strained and distrustful. e

Yet they overcame their differ--
ences by listening to, wrestling -
with, and finally assimilating one .
another’s point of view. They then
applied the process in the book
itself. e
Heller and Nusseibeh’s dream -
essentially is built upon compro.
miss, landfu on the nog;n .
similarly, if less stringently, ap%
plied to Israel itself in its formative®
days — that Palestine should be
grateful for whatever it is offered, "
no matter how paltry. They ulti-
mately envision an _independert
Palestine carved from the Wess
Bank and Gaza Strip (joined by a >
railway line), but limited militarily -
to a domestic selculrity fotl;ce. -

The proposal also is built upomg=
the bellef that the Sl betsood
Arab and Jew can be bridged:
While many of their ideas arég:
practicable only between governwsm
ments and people who al L
have reconciled, still it is a starting®
point not only for negotiation. butas.
aiso, perhaps, for settlement ton. 2o

Whatever other difficulties have
stood in the way of such negotia- L
tions in the past, one obstacle has "
always been the absence of faith o
a nonconfrontational solution. “No —
Trumpets, No- Drums” restores
that faith, placing into a workable '
context the past, present and fu-;:’;
ture of Palestine. That, alone, is 2™
remarkable, if not unique, accom-"*
plishment. P

Seen in this light, Hunter’s -
work can be described as the first.*"
angry, cmer of a book still to be -
written, while Heller and Nussei-
beh’s is the last, Perhaps theé _
Madrid conference will begin writ-; -
ing the chapters in between. i
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