I am particularly happy to chair this session, because it reminds me of a similar session two years ago in Switzerland, when we had the same speakers, Professors Sari Nusseibeh and Menahem Yaari. Two years ago, the subject of the session was the Israeli-Palestinian Science Organization (IPSO), which was just starting. I hope we will hear some news about this association today and after the Network meeting on Saturday and Sunday.

First I would like say that one of our main goals as scientists and scholars is to promote the free exchange of ideas. Before Professors Nusseibeh and Yaari speak, in reaction to the academic boycott of Israeli academic institutions declared by the British Association of University Teachers, Professor Nusseibeh, President of Al-Quds University, and Professor Menachem Magidor, President of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, today will sign a joint statement calling for academic cooperation in affirmation of the continuing academic cooperation between their two universities. I will read the statement and then ask each of them to say a few words.

	Cognizant of the moral leadership universities should provide, especially in already turbulent political contexts, we, the President of Al-Quds University and the President of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, have agreed to insist on continuing to work together in the pursuit of knowledge, for the benefit of our peoples and the promotion of peace and justice in the Middle East.
Our position is based upon the belief that it is through cooperation based on mutual respect, rather than through boycotts or discrimination, that our common goals can be achieved. Bridging political gulfs—rather than widening them further apart—between nations and individuals thus becomes an educational duty as well as a functional necessity, requiring exchange and dialogue rather than confrontation and antagonism. Our disaffection with, and condemnation of acts of academic boycotts and discrimination against scholars and institutions, is predicated on the principles of academic freedom, human rights, and equality between nations and among individuals.
We therefore call upon academics here and worldwide to act in support of our mission, as one which might allow for ending our shared tragedy rather than prolonging it.


 [The statement was then signed by Sari Nusseibeh and Menachem Magidor, they shook hands, and were applauded. The signing was subsequently covered in an article titled “End to Boycott of Israeli Universities is Urged,” that was published in The New York Times on May 20, 2005.]

Menachem Magidor – This is a very emotional moment for me, because this is really the formalization of something that we at the Hebrew University, and I’m sure in most of the parts of the academic community of Israel, have believed in. We believed, in spite of the fact that we are living in a period and a region of violence and confrontation, that academic cooperation and the interchange of ideas should go on. In spite of all the political obstacles, security obstacles, and whatever you call them, still we should find ways in which to exchange ideas. We will not necessarily agree on everything, but still the free exchange of ideas should go on.

If you want to build, in a deep way, a future of a peaceful, prosperous Middle East in which Israelis and Palestinians and other Arab countries could live together in peace, the only way to build such an intellectual and spiritual infrastructure is by the free exchange of ideas, cooperation in research, and trying to understand the world in which we live. We are trying to make this knowledge useful, to improve the lives of the people living in our region. We are very proud of the fact that, in spite of all the troubles and obstacles, we have managed to keep a level of cooperation and open channels. We are grateful to Professor Sari Nusseibeh, President of Al-Quds University, and his colleagues, for being our partners in this very important venture. Thank you very much for working with us for these goals. Hopefully, that will be another step in the right direction of creating a peaceful, prosperous Middle East.

Sari Nusseibeh – First of all, thank you for providing this opportunity to Professor Magidor and myself to sign this statement in your presence. This came about in a sense somewhat suddenly. Professor Magidor was coming to England, and we have been working on something like this for some time. We therefore decided this would be an opportune moment and indeed an opportune context in which to sign the statement.

The statement is signed between the two universities, and it is important to point out we have, in fact, been trying in the past few years, and in better times and worse times, to create bridges of cooperation, with the aim of bringing people closer together, exchanging ideas, and also in a sense building up trust, at least in the scholarly community, between Israelis and Palestinians.

In the last three or four years, things have gotten a bit worse, as you know, so there has been even more pressure on everybody to try and find a way out of this. Some people have decided, it seems, that perhaps the only way out is to exert additional pressure, at the level of the civil society, and in particular the academic community.

In our opinion, and this is actually expressed in the statement, it is precisely the civil community where bridges should be maintained and relations should be intensified. It is precisely in the academic sector and the scholarly sector of the two communities that leadership should be provided in order to make sure that we are able, as societies, to return to the path of peace.

Therefore, as you heard from the statement, whether in the role of educators, as a moral duty, or in the role of people whose responsibility it is, as the avant-garde in their own societies—however you look at it—our role should be to try and convey the message to the rest of society that cooperation between Israelis and Palestinians is the way forward, and that it is necessary and that it is commendable. It is nothing to be ashamed of. It is nothing to look upon as a negative future. On the contrary, it is a positive future, since it is a future that will allow us to work toward the creation of the peace that we all, in fact, crave. Therefore we have come up with this statement.

One of the very sensitive and important areas of cooperation the universities have been engaged in is to set up a virtual library on Jerusalem—you know how sensitive Jerusalem is. Nonetheless, people from the Hebrew University and our university, for three years, have been talking, negotiating, fighting, agreeing—they have actually managed to put together this wonderful project on the most sensitive issue we have, which is Jerusalem, and it was done jointly. I believe it is an example, a model of how, even in the most sensitive areas, with good intentions on both sides and scholarship, if properly used, we can push ahead to create a better world for the people of the region.

That is why we have signed this statement, and we have come to sign it in front of you because we believe that this, as a context, is the right place to have it signed. Thank you.
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